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A Found Poem is a collection of words or phrases quoted from a piece of literature. When read aloud, these words or phrases create a Found Poem. The poem can be an analysis of the piece of literature or it could convey another meaning derived from those phrases. 
Today you will be given a Recycling Guide and asked to complete the following: 1. create a found poem and 2. respond to your found poem. 

INSTRUCTIONS
1. Read the assigned document. Look for 20-40 words that stand out in the passage. Highlight or underline the details, words and phrases that you find particularly powerful, moving or interesting.

2. Make a list of the details, words and phrases that you found, keeping them in the order that you found them. Double space between lines so that the lines are easy to work with. Add others that you notice as you go through the piece of literature again. 

3. Review your list and cut out everything that is unnecessary. Try to cut your list in half.

4. Review your shortened list, think about the tone/mood that the details convey. Make sure that your words communicate your attitude or the author’s attitude.

5. Make any minor changes necessary to create a poem. You can change punctuation and make little changes to the words to make them fit together (such as change the tenses, possessives, plurals and capitalizations).

6. Add a word or two to make the poem flow more smoothly. If you absolutely need to add a word or two to make the poem more smoothly, to make sense, to make a point, you may add up to two words of your own. That’s two (2) and only two!

7. Read over your poem and edit your draft and make any final changes.
8. Check the words and create a title – is there a better title than “Found Poem?”
9. Copy your poem onto a piece of paper. Space or arrange words so that they’re poem-like. Pay attention to line breaks, layout and other elements that will emphasize important words or significant ideas in the poem.

· Read aloud as you arrange the words! Test the possible line breaks by pausing slightly. If it sounds good, it’s probably right. 

· Arrange the words so that they make a rhythm you like. You can space words out so that they are all alone or allruntogether. 

· You can also put key words on lines by themselves. 

· You can shape the entire poem so that it’s wide or tall or shaped like an object (say a heart?). 

· Emphasize words by playing with boldface and italics, different sizes of letters, and so forth.

10. In a paragraph, explain the message or meaning your poem conveys      
     and how this connects to the novel.
11. Decorate your poem.

12. Reference the source of your poem at the bottom of the page.
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