
 

Kindergarten 
Mathematics: A Pathway to Proficiency 

The BC Curriculum states that students are 
expected to be able to know and do the following: 

• number concepts to 10 
• ways to make 5 
• decomposition of numbers to 10 
• repeating patterns with two or three 

elements 
• change in quantity to 10, using concrete 

materials 
• equality as a balance and inequality as an 

imbalance 
• direct comparative measurement (e.g., 

linear, mass, capacity) 
• single attributes of 2D shapes and 3D 

objects 
• concrete or pictorial graphs as a visual tool 
• likelihood of familiar life events 
• financial literacy — attributes of coins, and 

financial role-play 
• reasoning and analyzing 
• understanding and solving 
• communicating and representing 
• connecting and reflecting 

On your child’s report card, Proficient means your child has a complete 
understanding of key skills. When they are Proficient they should: 

• Accurately count to 10 forwards and backwards, and from 
different starting points 

• Accurately count a group of up to 10 objects 
• Show how groups of up to 10 objects can be made (i.e., “I have 6 

stickers and add 4 more to make 10”) 
• Identify and write the numbers 0-9 
• Figure out the repeating section in a pattern 
• Describe and make simple patterns 
• Identify, describe, and create a variety of shapes, and recognize 

similarities and differences between shapes 
• Use mathematical words (e.g. bigger, smaller, longer, shorter, 

above, below) to compare objects and describe their position 
• Use mathematical words (e.g., never, always, sometimes, 

maybe) to describe the likelihood of an event (such as the 
chance of snow in June) 

• Identify and describe loonies and toonies and figure out a price 
up to $10 

• Explore financial concepts like wants and needs through play 
(i.e., imaginative play “store” or a business such as dog walking) 

• Problem solve: 
• Understand the situation (i.e., how many friends will come to 

your party? How many cookies do you need?) 
• Solve a problem using objects or pictures to represent 

quantities 
• Compare their problem-solving method and answer with 

others 
• Show how they solved the problem and say why they did it 

that way 
• Demonstrate other skills as outlined in the BC Curriculum 

What foundational skills will my child 
develop this year? 

 

What is my child learning? 

What will Proficient learning look like for my 
child by the end of the year? 

 

• Number Sense 
o Whole number concepts: counting, recognizing and 

showing numbers and quantity  
• Computational Fluency (Operations) 

o Knowledge and fluency of math facts and 
Understanding of operations: beginning problem 
solving with numbers up to 10, showing sets using 
pictures, objects such as counters, or tallies 

• Patterning and Algebraic Thinking 
o Patterning: noticing repeating sections in a pattern, 

identifying patterns in the real world 
o Algebraic thinking: showing how groups of objects 

can be made equal or unequal 
• Geometry and Measurement (Spatial Sense) 

o 2D shapes and 3D objects: identifying, describing, and 
creating shapes like circles, squares, etc.  

o Measurement: using objects such as hands or blocks 
to comparatively measure length or height 

• Data and Probability (Data Literacy) 
o Understanding, analyzing, and communicating 

about data: making meaning from graphs and 
diagrams 

o Probability: understanding the likelihood of a familiar 
event 

• Financial Literacy:  
o Currency: counting and identifying loonies and toonies 
o Financial planning and decision making: developing 

and practicing financial understanding. This skill also 
relates to Number Sense and Computational Fluency 

 

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/mathematics/k/core
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/mathematics/k/core

