
BC Learning Pathways: Teaching and Learning Stories 
K-12 Cross-Curricular Literacy 

 

GRADE 8 ELA AND SOCIAL STUDIES: Elements of Crime 

Summary of Learning Opportunity 
I teach an integrated Humanities class, which fulfills both the Language Arts and Social Studies curriculums. Our 
unit’s inquiry question was “Was the Criminal Justice System of the Middle Ages fair?” In this unit, students explored 
elements of short stories and the Medieval justice system. During the unit, we read and discussed themes from 
several short stories (“Lamb to the Slaughter,” “The Granddaughter” and “The Tell-Tale Heart”). Students identified 
the crimes committed in the stories and discussed the justice process and punishment through the lens of Medieval 
Europe.  

English 
Language Arts 

Grade 8  

Le
ar

ni
ng

 S
ta

nd
ar

ds
 

• Synthesize ideas from a variety of sources to build understanding 
• Think critically, creatively and reflectively to explore ideas within, between and 

beyond texts 

Social Studies 
Grade 8 

• Make ethical judgments about past events, decisions or actions, and assess the 
limitations of drawing direct lessons from the past (ethical judgment) 

• Social systems and structures 

 

Literacy 
Connections Instruction and Assessment 

Competencies 
Developed, Practiced 

and/or Assessed 

LITERACY: Applies 
Understanding—
Synthesizes ideas 
and information 

The instruction of this unit happened in two themes: 
 
Theme 1: Breaking Laws and Analyzing Motives 
Students examine how identity and societal expectations influence 
individuals’ decisions to break laws, linking back to characters in the 
short stories.  
 
Class Discussion/Group Work: 

• Discussion: Why did the characters break the laws? What 
influenced their decisions? How did identity (personal, 
societal or cultural) influence the characters’ moral 
decisions? 

• In small groups, students listed factors that motivated the 
characters to commit crimes including societal pressures, 
emotional triggers and personal identity. They compared 
these to potential influences in historical settings. 

• Discussion: How might similar actions have been judged in 
the Middle Ages? 

Formative assessment: Students wrote a short response analyzing 
the motives of characters in the stories and compared this with how 
individuals were judged for their actions in historical contexts, 
including medieval justice systems. 
 

Synthesize ideas from a 
variety of sources to build 
understanding 
 
Think critically, creatively 
and reflectively to explore 
ideas within, between and 
beyond texts 

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/learning-pathways


Theme 2: Law and Punishment: From Literature to History 
Students compare the consequences of breaking laws in 
literature with punishments in historical contexts, focusing on 
how justice systems have evolved from ancient Rome to 
medieval Europe. This serves as an introduction to the concepts 
of justice in historical times. 
 
Class Discussion/Group Work: 

• Recap the consequences faced by characters in the short 
stories  

• Discussion: What kind of punishment did the characters 
deserve? How might they have been punished in 
medieval Europe? 

Lesson: Introduction to Historical Context: 
• Briefly introduce the transition from the fall of Rome to 

the rise of medieval Europe, focusing on how laws and 
justice evolved. 

• Provide examples of medieval justice (e.g., trial by 
ordeal, trial by combat or feudal law). 

• In small groups, students research and present on 
different methods of punishment from the Middle Ages. 

• Discuss how these methods compare to modern justice 
systems and to the stories they’ve read. What do these 
differences reveal about changing ideas of justice? 

LITERACY: 
Communicates 
ideas and 
information—
Justifies and 
defends decisions 
and/or ideas 

Unit assessment: Writing task 
Prompt: "Imagine one of the characters from the short stories read 
this unit lived during the Middle Ages. Write a short response (2-3 
paragraphs) describing how their crime would have been judged and 
punished during that time. Consider the justice systems discussed in 
class." 

Make ethical judgments 
about past events, decisions 
or actions, and assess the 
limitations of drawing direct 
lessons from the past 
(ethical judgment) 

 

Demonstrations of Student Learning, Teacher Assessment, and Reflection 

 

  Teacher’s Observations and Assessment  

Student A (next page): Proficient 
Student A’s response is well organized. They make an ethical judgement about the crime and punishment and justify 
their analysis using evidence from the story by clearly presenting the main parts of the story and identifying the crime 
and potential motivation for the protagonist’s actions. They were able to apply strategies such as summarizing to 
synthesize key messages and ideas in the text and from class discussions. They were able to draw connections 
between the crime and the potential consequences during the Middle Ages and present-day Canada. They considered 
gender, socio-economic status and the nature of the crime to determine the most realistic response to the crime. This 
in-depth synthesis demonstrates critical thinking to explore ideas within, between and beyond texts. 



 

 

  

   

Student A 

Student B 
(excerpt) 

Teacher’s Observations and Assessment 

Student B: Proficient 

Student B summarized the short story in an engaging way, 
identifying the crime and motivation from the story. They 
commented on the over-simplification of the crime in the 
story compared with real-life crimes, demonstrating 
critical thinking. In the student’s response, they described 
the structure of medieval justice and hypothesized how 
the protagonist would have been judged given the 
circumstances of the crime and their social status, using 
evidence from our class discussions to justify their 
hypothesis. The writing is well-organized, and they present 
a logical ethical judgement, synthesizing their learning 
from the unit.   

Teacher’s Reflection 

  

The Learning Pathways provided a very specific lens 
for the final unit assessment. The goal of the unit 
was for students to make ethical judgements about 
past events. I was able to use the Literacy Proficiency 
Descriptors to help me break down how students 
must synthesize information from multiple sources in 
order to be able to make an ethical judgement. 
Students also needed to justify their reasoning for 
the judgement. I appreciated seeing the students use 
critical thinking and creative thinking skills to 
organize and support their thoughts and responses. 


