
GRADE 5 SOCIAL STUDIES: Our Suitcase  

Summary of Learning Opportunity 
Students accessed the Canadian Museum of Immigration website to explore, research, and interpret primary source 
images, narratives, and first-person accounts to build knowledge about immigration to Canada. Students then 
selected and justified items to bring in a suitcase if they were moving to Canada.   
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Social 
Studies 5 

• Use Social Studies inquiry processes and skills to gather, interpret, and analyze ideas 
and communicate findings and decisions 

• Ask questions, corroborate inferences, and draw conclusions about the content and 
origins of a variety of sources, including mass media (evidence) 

• Take stakeholders’ perspectives on issues, developments, or events by making 
inferences about their beliefs, values, and motivations (perspective) 

• The changing nature of Canadian immigration over time 

 

Literacy Connections Instruction and Assessment Competencies Developed, 
Practiced, and/or Assessed 

Literacy: Comprehends text—
Makes connections, Analyzes texts  

1. How can we use primary sources to 
learn from and about history? Students 
compared primary vs. secondary source 
documents and analyzed sources to 
learn about a selected event and the 
broader historical context. 

Use Social Studies inquiry processes 
and skills to… gather, interpret, and 
analyze ideas and communicate 
findings and decisions 

Literacy: Applies 
understanding—Extracts ideas 
and information, Synthesizes 
ideas and information 

2. What aspects are important to share? 
Students synthesized information using 
a Visible Thinking Strategy. They 
gathered information about a person’s 
story, identified key details in source 
documents, and used corroborating 
evidence to support their inferences. 

Ask questions, corroborate 
inferences, and draw conclusions 
about the content and origins of a 
variety of sources, including mass 
media (evidence) 

Literacy: Communicates—
Presents ideas and information  

3. Create a suitcase based on the 
perspective of a newcomer to 
Canada, considering context and 
setting. 

Take stakeholders’ perspectives 
on issues, developments, or 
events by making inferences 
about their beliefs, values, and 
motivations (perspective) 

Literacy: Communicates—
Expresses ideas and 
information, Justifies and 
defends decisions and 
assumptions 

4. Present suitcase, describing the 
artefacts and explaining their 
importance to their perspective. 

Use Social Studies inquiry processes 
and skills to… gather, interpret, and 
analyze ideas and communicate 
findings and decisions 

 



Proficient Student Work, Teacher’s Assessment and Reflection 

 

Further Learning 
 
This task could be personalized further by 
emphasizing key elements for teaching or assessment: 
• Students discuss their suitcases with their peers 

to examine the causes and consequences of 
immigration (Social Studies) 

• Students investigate how newcomers are included 
or excluded in Canadian society (Social Studies) 

• Students examine personal stories of migration 
and immigration (Personal and Social 
Responsibility Core Competency) 

• Students may design a project which welcomes 
newcomers to their area (Personal and Social 
Responsibility Core Competency) 

Teacher’s Assessment and Reflection 
 

Proficient: These students made inferences from the primary sources and extracted relevant information about the 
broader historical contexts from multiple sources. They presented a wide variety of created artefacts. On their charts, they 
were able to provide rationalization for the selected items.  
 
The Literacy Learning Pathway helped me identify and plan for the thinking processes (comprehending texts, extracting 
information, making inferences and connections) that students would need to be successful in the Social Studies historical 
thinking concepts. I was able to isolate and assess these skills individually and gain understanding about areas of strength 
and stretches for each student. 


